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INTRODUCTION

About 1,000 EU, national and local government leaders, 
experts and business people took part in the 7th European 
Summit of Regions and Cities, which the European 
Committee of the Regions (CoR) held jointly with the 
Bratislava Self-Governing Region and the City of Bratislava 
on 8 and 9 July 2016. Key issues addressed included “the 
investment gap in Europe” and “connecting resources, 
ideas, places and people”. The Bratislava Summit was one 
of the key events during the Slovak Presidency of the 
Council of the EU.

Contributions made during the Summit by EU, national, 
regional and local leaders and experts from all over 
Europe confirmed that partnership with regions and cities 
matters. Moreover, synergies between the EU funds and 
financial instruments and simplifying their use is a major 
concern of local leaders, as is the challenge of matching 
public and private investment when innovating regional 
and local economies.

The Bratislava Declaration, the full text of which can 
be found in this document, was adopted during the 
Summit. It is now an important point of reference of 
the CoR’s political work on forthcoming key EU dossiers, 
including the issues of smart cities, the Energy Union, the 
Investment Plan for Europe, the EU budget post-2020 and 
the future of EU cohesion policy. We invite all partners to 

join forces and work closely together on these and other 
issues in the months to come.  

More than ever, Europe needs to deliver on the things 
that matter to citizens. The European Committee of the 
Regions and its members stand ready to make their 
contribution and reconnect Europe with its citizens. 
Together, we must continue to make sure that our 
common values of freedom, democracy and solidarity 
prevail.

Markku Markkula,  
President of the European Committee of the Regions

Pavol Frešo,  
President of the Bratislava Self-Governing Region

Ivo Nesrovnal,  
Mayor of Bratislava

See summary video 
of the Summit:
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t6mvy_XoWhw


PLENARY OPENING

Following welcome addresses from the Bratislava Self-Governing Region, the City of 
Bratislava and the President of the Slovak Republic, the President of the European 
Committee of the Regions gave his keynote speech outlining the main topics of the 
event. A member of the Slovak government then presented the priorities of the Slovak 
Presidency of the Council of the EU. The final speaker was the Vice-President of the 
European Commission, who spoke about investment and the prospects of the Energy 
Union. The session was moderated by Shirin Wheeler, Principal Advisor International 
Media at the European Investment Bank, and Vladimír Bilčík, Head of the EU Programme 
at the Research Centre of the Slovak Foreign Policy Association.

Pavol Frešo, President of the Bratislava Self-Governing 
Region, said that cohesion in the EU was more important 
than ever and that regions and cities had to work more 
closely together, in particular after the result of the 
EU referendum in the United Kingdom. The Mayor of 
Bratislava, Ivo Nesrovnal, welcomed Summit participants 
and made a connection with the EU Urban Agenda and 
the Pact of Amsterdam, which was adopted on 31 May 
2016. He highlighted the need for increased investment 
in regions and cities to be accompanied by a reinforced 
entrepreneurial spirit. The President of the Slovak 
Republic, Andrej Kiska, stated in his video address that 
it was the task of Summit participants to communicate 
European ideas and values to the public and that regions 
and cities should both profit from and actively develop 
the European Union.

Markku Markkula, President of the European 
Committee of the Regions welcomed the first Slovak 
presidency of the EU and thanked Bratislava city and 
region for co-organizing the Summit. He referred to the 
Danube connecting Europe’s past, present and future 
in his keynote speech, while also standing for what it 

means to be European. Like the Danube, the Summit in 
Bratislava would connect people, places, resources and 
ideas. President Markkula called for a change in mind-
set and a move away from seeing public investment 
as being just about traditional infrastructure. Instead, 
it is crucial to ensure that investment reaches the real 
economy, namely small and medium-sized enterprises 
and be redirected towards education and skills, research 
and innovation. In this respect, a stable EU budget was 
necessary for regional and local authorities, since they are 
responsible for managing a large part of it via structural 
and investment funds as well as other sources supporting 
innovation and competitiveness. However, the EU budget 
and its instruments need to be more results-oriented and 
simpler. Calling for a simplification of the Cohesion Policy, 
President Markkula mentioned in particular the heavy 
auditing procedures, which should be replaced by audits 
measuring the impact on citizens’ lives. Moreover, the 
existing investment gap in Europe could be addressed by 
ensuring that public and private budgets complemented 
each other. With investment levels in Europe having 
dropped by 15% over the last decade, competitiveness 
and growth were hindered. It was in the regions and cities 

Video trailer 
outlining the themes 

of the Summit

Pavol Frešo Ivo Nesrovnal Markku Markkula

www.cor.europa.eu/BratislavaSummit
http://www.cor.europa.eu/BratislavaSummit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vo46u3AEcGA
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that the new entrepreneurial spirit was increasingly being 
seen: they were becoming the pioneers of innovation 
driven by eco-systems. This innovation would require the 
involvement of all local stakeholders – public and private 
– and shared responsibility and commitment. President 
Markkula concluded by referring to the Bratislava 
Declaration, which stated that nothing could be achieved 
without continued dialogue and partnership and that 
reconnecting citizens, businesses and investment would 
remain at the heart of the CoR’s long-term strategy.

Peter Pellegrini, Slovakia’s Deputy Prime Minister for 
Investments and Informatization, stressed in his speech 
that the EU was living in turbulent times and that Brexit 
was a signal to act more flexibly, to cut red tape and bring 
the EU closer to the citizens. Regions and cities, he added, 
would not only implement 70% of EU legislation but 
should use their proximity to the citizens to better explain 
the European Union. In the course of its Presidency, the 
Slovak government would pursue support for regions that 
were lagging behind, take action against high levels of 
unemployment, search for the integration of development 
tools at EU, national and regional level, and foster 
possibilities of common learning between regions and 
cities. Finally, the Slovak Republic would be fully involved in 
the development of initiatives within the Danube macro-
regional strategy, with regard specifically to innovation.

Ivan Korčok, State Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign and 
European Affairs and Plenipotentiary of the Government 
of the Slovak Republic for the Presidency of the Council 
of the EU, elaborated on the Presidency’s priorities for 

regions and cities. The Presidency would reach out to 
all stakeholders and the CoR would be a natural partner 
for connect with the public. Above and beyond the 
uncertainties caused by the migration issue and Brexit, Mr 
Korčok thought many were now generally questioning 
the future of the European integration process. To 
prevent further fragmentation, the Slovak government 
would favour a “Presidency of results”. He went on to 
highlight four priorities: an “economically strong EU” built 
on a successful implementation of the European Fund for 
Strategic Investments, the EU budget’s mid-term review, 
open talks on its post-2020 prospects as well as better 
regulation of the capital markets; “internal market” policies 
including the deepening of the Digital Single Market and 
the Energy Union; a “sustainable migration and asylum 
policy”; and “global Europe” and trade relations with the 
US, Canada and China. He concluded by saying that 
simplification of EU funds would have the potential to 
bring the EU closer to the citizens.

Maroš Šefčovič, Vice-President of the European 
Commission for the Energy Union, focused his keynote 
speech on simplification, investment and the Energy 
Union. On simplification, he supported the view that EU 
funds and instruments needed to be further integrated. 
The European Fund for Strategic Investment had already 
mobilised EUR 107 billion and the first project in Slovakia – 
a motorway around Bratislava – had recently been signed. 
Achieving the Energy Union required more innovation 
in infrastructure and cities were the place to make this 
happen. The Covenant of Mayors would also be a useful 
platform to further develop local approaches. Generally 
speaking, growth and the emissions’ reduction could 
both be achieved in parallel. Vice-President Šefčovič went 
on to address the issue of “energy poverty” and concluded 
by thanking the partners for their efforts in organising the 
Summit in Bratislava. 

Find more information on “investing 
in Europe’s regions and cities”  

and see the factsheet here

Peter Pellegrini Ivan Korčok Maroš Šefčovič

http://www.cor.europa.eu/BratislavaSummit/mediacentre.aspx?lang=en


UNLOCKING EU FUNDS IN CITIES AND REGIONS
This session reviewed the EU’s various funding programmes and in particular the role of – and possible synergies 
between – the European Structural and Investment Funds and the European Fund for Strategic Investments. 
Looking ahead to the reform of the EU budget and programmes after 2020, the debate considered ways to simplify 
the latter and discussed solutions to better integrate private and public investment and thus contribute to creating 
sustainable growth. The session was moderated by Shirin Wheeler and Vladimír Bilčík.

In his remarks, Peter Pellegrini, Slovakia’s Deputy Prime 
Minister for Investments and Informatization, noted that 
EU cohesion policy had the biggest impact on regions 
and cities and enjoyed high visibility. However, there 
is still room for improvement: in terms of accessibility 
for final beneficiaries and better orientation towards 
results. The watchwords here were auditing, cutting red 
tape and simplifying terminology, which will hopefully 
be addressed by the legislative package the European 
Commission was presenting in autumn 2016. The post-
2020 reform would need to harmonise EU cohesion 
policy with other EU policies and funding, lay down a 
common legal framework (including on control issues), 
create the possibility of joint management of different 
funds, and continue to target all EU regions.  

László Baranyay, Vice-President of the European 
Investment Bank (EIB), said that the bank’s support for 
projects in regions and cities would be in the order of 
one third of its lending operations, including individual 
contract loans with some significant areas – in education 
and culture, for example. The EIB would also support 
regional and local authorities in smart specialisation 

strategies, fields of activity linked to the “urban agenda” 
and, last but not least, the European Fund for Strategic 
Investments. 

Jan Olbrycht, Member of the European Parliament, raised 
the issue of delayed payments in the 2014-2020 period, 
for which the main responsibility lay with regulatory 
complexity and the late adoption of some legislation. His 
speech was a wake-up call to all those involved to simplify 
and speed up the implementation of the European 
Structural and Investments Funds’ (ESIF) programmes and 
to make it clear that investment was really needed at local 
level. In the draft budget for 2017, 6% of payments and 
20% of commitments for the ESIF programmes had been 
cut, which could lead to a critical debate about cohesion 
policy post-2020.

Peter Pellegrini László Baranyay Jan Olbrycht

www.cor.europa.eu/BratislavaSummit
http://www.cor.europa.eu/BratislavaSummit
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In the course of the debate, Mr Pellegrini reinforced 
his earlier statement that the Slovak Presidency would 
strive for simplification of ESIF regulations and said that 
– with regard to audit and control – more trust would be 
needed in national systems. Petr Osvald, Councillor of 
the City of Plzeň and CoR rapporteur on the simplification 
of cohesion policy, supported this view and called for 
a return to the initial system of funds and programme 
management, which was obviously easier to handle. 
Pavol Frešo, President of the Bratislava Self-Governing 
Region, argued in favour of a less burdensome system 

for selecting projects, in which experienced beneficiaries 
should be subject to less scrutiny. Ivo Nesrovnal, Mayor 
of Bratislava, asked for more direct access to EU funds 
for local authorities and said that Bratislava, for example, 
would have to coordinate its projects with Vienna. 
Comments from the audience supported the arguments 
made by the panellists, in particular regarding regulatory 
complexity and direct access to EU funds at the level of 
cities and municipalities.

Ivo Nesrovnal and Pavol Frešo Petr Osvald



CONNECTING RESOURCES:  
GETTING EU INVESTMENT WORKING 
FOR REGIONS AND CITIES
The session dealt with long-term investment and the role of the European Fund for Strategic Investments for local 
and regional authorities. It was moderated by Shirin Wheeler.

Jyrki Katainen, Vice-President of the European 
Commission, opened his speech by telling Summit 
participants that he was local and regional councillor for 
many years. If he had a project to finance, he would first 
contact the European Investment Advisory Hub in order 
to get some free advice as a public authority. He would 
then publish the details of the project on the European 
Investment Project Portal in order to attract investors 
from across the EU. After this, he would contact the EIB to 
inquire about opportunities for funding, including from 
the European Fund for Strategic Investment (EFSI). He 
outlined how this worked and the initial results that had 
been achieved. 

CoR First Vice-President, Karl-Heinz Lambertz stressed 
that investment was a big challenge for local and regional 
authorities, which were responsible for the majority of 
public investment in Europe. Focusing on the “Investment 
plan for Europe” and the EFSI, he recapped on some of the  
questions there had been initially about where its budget 
would come from, the procedure, the multiplier effect, 
and so on. Acknowledging that after 18 months the plan 
was proving a success, he stressed that some questions 

nevertheless remain, such as how to combine EFSI with 
the ESIF and the question of the EFSI’s geographical 
balance. He argued that more information was probably 
needed in order to fully understand how additional 
EFSI funding was, while bearing in mind the complexity 
of the issue. He pointed out that the CoR was focusing 
on these matters through its opinion on “Bridging the 
Investment Gap”, of which CoR President Markkula was 
the rapporteur. Although he praised the EFSI model for 
its ability to involve private investors, he stressed that 
cohesion funding would remain necessary. Mr Lambertz 
concluded by stressing that regional and local authorities 
could and should have a key role in local investment 
and development because of their local expertise in 
identifying projects and facilitating partnerships.

Michal Sýkora, President of the Slovak Association of 
Cities and Municipalities, opened by stating that his 
association, which brings together 95% of municipalities 
in Slovakia, was very pleased that the first major event 
of the Slovak EU Presidency was focused on cities 
and regions. He touched on several issues of crucial 
importance for local and regional authorities in relation 

Jyrki Katainen Karl-Heinz Lambertz Michal Sýkora

www.cor.europa.eu/BratislavaSummit
http://www.cor.europa.eu/BratislavaSummit
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to EU funding, including the need for simplification and 
harmonisation of rules. While recognising the need to 
ensure control of EU funds, he criticised the sometimes 
too heavy burden represented by verifications and audits 
that complicated the work of local authorities and led to 
a wasteful use of human resources. Continuing on the 
issue of simplification, he concluded by noting that since 
funding applicants have to respect very strict deadlines, 
they should also receive feedback within agreed 
timeframes.  

Marek Woźniak, President of the Wielkopolska region, 
stressed that although there were some ESIF-funded 
projects that posed problems, the number was very low 
and the vast majority of money was well spent. He went 
on to outline some of the more innovative sources of 
financing that were used in his region, mentioning the 
EIB’s JESSICA initiatives, through which 44 projects were 
being implemented with the involvement of the national 
promotional bank, as well as JEREMIE, through which 
thousands of small businesses had received support with 
an extremely high leverage effect. 

Iskra Mihaylova, Chair of the EP’s Committee on 
Regional Development, said how apt she found the title 
of the Summit, since “invest and connect” really summed 
up one of the key questions that Europe was facing: the 
need to connect different tools and instruments to be 
able to make the investments that are needed. In Bulgaria, 
she explained, implementing the water management 
strategy required EUR 12 billon of financing and thanks to 
new innovative tools from the European Commission and 
the EIB this amount had been made available, despite the 
fact that only around EUR 1.5 billion came from cohesion 
funds. On the Parliament’s work in this area, she stressed 

that it would continue to focus on the need for more 
synergies between EFSI and ESIFs.

Wilhelm Molterer, EIB Managing Director for EFSI, 
explained that the key principle behind the Fund 
was to make a 15 euro investment out of 1 euro of tax 
payers’ money. Going into greater detail, he stressed the 
importance of intermediaries so that the Fund could 
small and medium-sized enterprises in particular. He 
highlighted that fact that, although there were no quotas 
for EFSI, coverage of all Member States and cohesion were 
both a concern. He recognised the combination of EFSI 
and ESIFs as a critical element and stressed that though 
it would happen already, more needed to be done. He 
concluded by referring to the need to support managing 
authorities and help them gain the necessary expertise 
about innovative sources of financing. He was ready to 
work with cities and regions on this.

Marek Woźniak Iskra Mihaylova Wilhelm Molterer



CONNECTING IDEAS:  
FOSTERING INNOVATIVE ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
FOR THE FUTURE
The session addressed the need to foster the entrepreneurial spirit at local level and highlighted the role of EU 
policies for small and medium-sized enterprises and the CoR’s European Entrepreneurial Regions initiative. It was 
moderated by Vladimír Bilčík.

Renate Brauner, Executive City Councillor of Finance, 
Economic and International Affairs of The City of 
Vienna, said that cities played a key role in innovation 
through public procurement, as investors and through 
setting framework conditions. Vienna had drafted an 
“Innovation Strategy 2020” to address challenges such 
as cooperation between research institutions and 
enterprises and to reinforce cooperation between public 
institutions and enterprises on fostering innovation, 
including social innovation. Ms Brauner referred to the 
growing digitalisation of society and pleaded for equal 
opportunities and fairness in relation to the collaborative 
economy.

Richard Weber, President of Eurochambres, stressed 
that the European Entrepreneurial Regions (EER) 
Award was beneficial for cross-fertilisation between 
regions and said his association was fully behind it. He 
underlined the importance of promoting innovation 
and entrepreneurship and said this should be done 
from an early stage. For example, enterprises could take 
care of entrepreneurship education in schools and offer 

apprenticeships. Enterprises also needed to have access 
to other enterprises – through, for example, the very 
useful Erasmus for Entrepreneurs programme, which 
should be extended to third countries. Mr Weber referred 
to remaining obstacles in the functioning of the Single 
Market and concluded by saying that it was often not a 
matter of doing more, but of doing better.

Christian Buchmann, Minister for Economy in the region 
of Styria and chairman of the CoR’s Economic Affairs 
Committee, emphasised the benefits of networking 
for enterprises. He referred to the concept of “learning 
regions”, whereby regions can exchange good practices 
and learn from one another in a win-win context. Styria 
had a level of investment in research and development 
of 5% of its GDP and networking between business and 
research institutions was a crucial aspect in bringing this 
about.

Renate Brauner Richard Weber Christian Buchmann

www.cor.europa.eu/BratislavaSummit
http://www.cor.europa.eu/BratislavaSummit
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Hella Dunger-Löper, State Secretary of the Land Berlin, 
highlighted the benefits of networking and building 
bridges between stakeholders. She referred to an 
integrated approach to science and the economy and 
to creating conditions for investments by entrepreneurs, 
for instance by providing office and laboratory space 
or access to finance. She also mentioned other areas of 
collaboration, such as sustainable urban development 
and the circular economy, referring in this context to the 
“nebenan.de” start-up, which built on neighbourhood 
cooperation. She concluded by highlighting the “three-t-
approach” of tolerance, talent and technology.

Vladimír Šucha, Director-General of the European 
Commission’s Joint Research Centre (JRC), started by 
saying that globalisation had been enabled by technology, 
that the world had never been as rich as it was now, but 
also never as gloomy as now, and that people had been 
empowered by technology. He added to the “three-t-
approach” mentioned earlier a fourth dimension – the 
“territory” in which projects needed to be embedded. He 
referred to the book the CoR had presented in Bratislava on 
“eco-innovation” and in particular to the part concerning 
the JRC, in which a number of its initiatives were outlined, 
including the platform on investment. He also announced 
forthcoming initiatives, such as the “Culture and Creative 
Cities Monitor”, to be published in October 2016, as well 
as the “culture and creativity” indicators for 150 cities.

Hella Dunger-Löper Vladimír Šucha



For a comprehensive article 
by Jeremy Rifkin on “Smart 
regions, smart cities: a 
digitally interconnected and 
ecologically sustainable  
third industrial revolution 
across the 
European Union”, 
please go to:

Maroš ŠefčovičJeremy Rifikin

INVESTING  
IN SUSTAINABLE REGIONS AND CITIES
This session opened with a keynote speech from Jeremy Rifkin, President of The Foundation on Economic Trends, 
who set the scene for a debate on investing in sustainable cities and regions. Maroš Šefčovič, Vice-President of 
the European Commission and Commissioner for the Energy Union, elaborated in his speech on the concept of 
smart regions and smart cities. Two case studies from the Hauts-de-France region and the Rotterdam-The Hague 
metropolitan region concluded the session, which was jointly moderated by Shirin Wheeler and Vladimír Bilčík.

In his keynote speech, Jeremy Rifkin spoke about the 
need for a transition of the economy towards one that 
was more based on renewable energy production and 
was more digital, decentralised and democratic. Globally 
and in the EU, too much investment was still being 
directed at infrastructure linked to the second industrial 
revolution, instead of investing in the digital economy, 
which would affect all sectors. In this vision, there would 
be an increase in subsidiarity and the role of regions and 
cities. Because of technology shifts in communication 
(“internet of things”), developments in energy and 
transport would first be implemented at local level. In this 
context, Mr Rifkin also highlighted the issues of privacy, 
data security and cybercrime, as well as inequality and 
well-being. These would play a role for producers and 
consumers alike, in particular for the younger generation, 
which would already be more accustomed to sharing 
due to their use of social media. He concluded by saying 
that implementation would in the end come down on 
the regions, where people would understand that they 
were the infrastructure and finally become part of the 
“European dream”.

Maroš Šefčovič said that Europe was in the midst of 
a fundamental transition towards a sustainable, low-
carbon economy and society. Three elements were 
needed for this transition to be successful: a convincing 
and appealing vision; a political framework within which 
one could act effectively and efficiently; and concrete 
pioneering projects that served as an example to others. 
The vice-president added that the European Commission 
was ready to do its part of the job. Firstly, in his Energy 
Union Tour in 2017, Mr Šefčovič would not only visit 
prime examples of cities and regions but also invite 
Member States to identify a city or region that could play 
a pioneering role. Secondly, the European Commission 
would keep this topic high on the political agenda, as the 
Council had unanimously requested a few days before 
the Summit. Finally, the Commission would support 

Maroš Šefčovič’s speech 
in Bratislava on 9 July can 

be found in full here 

www.cor.europa.eu/BratislavaSummit
http://www.cor.europa.eu/BratislavaSummit
www.cor.europa.eu/BratislavaSummit/files/Smart-Regions-Smart-Cities.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/2014-2019/sefcovic/announcements/7th-european-summit-regions-and-cities-bratislava_en
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partnerships between cities in and outside Europe that 
were willing to implement proven sustainable solutions.

Philippe Rapeneau, Vice-President of the Hauts-de-
France region, and Philippe Vasseur, President of the 
Chamber of Commerce, outlined how a development 
strategy for a more digital economy driven by energy 
transition, based on a collaboration with Jeremy Rifkin, 
had been carried out in their region. 350 projects were 
already being implemented to support the ecological 
transition of the economy by 2020 and the region would 
be ready to share its expertise with others.

Ingrid van Engelshoven, Deputy Mayor of The Hague, 
spoke about the long-term development vision of 
the Rotterdam-The Hague metropolitan region, which 
followed a “roadmap next economy” and five pathways 
to it including the “digital gateway to Europe”; the 
development of the “smart energy delta”; the “circular 
economy”; the “entrepreneurial region”; and the “next 
society” in the sense of an inclusive economy. The 
financing of the roadmap was currently in progress and 
would make use of EU funds and financial instruments, as 
well as other sources.

Philippe Rapeneau Philippe Vasseur Ingrid van Engelshoven

A video of Jeremy Rifkin’s speech in 
Bratislava on 9 July can be found here

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P_451YO-tok
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P_451YO-tok


CONNECTING PLACES:  
INNOVATING EUROPE’S TRANSPORT 
AND ENERGY INFRASTRUCTURE
The session included a debate on different EU instruments supporting infrastructure development in the Member 
States and innovative financial instruments, including for cross-border infrastructure. It was moderated by Shirin 
Wheeler.

The European Commissioner for Transport and Mobility, 
Violeta Bulc, began by pointing out that Bratislava was 
the right place to be having this debate, since the city 
was known for its investment in clean transport. She 
noted that in 2001 the city had been the first to have a 
bus running on gas. She went on to stress that cities were 
crucial, not only because they are home to 70% of the EU 
population and produce 80% of its GDP, but also because 
they are key to the development of the rural regions 
that surround them. Having underlined the importance 
of transport infrastructure for completion of the single 
market and for EU competitiveness, she said there was 
a EUR 700 billion investment challenge with regard to 
key transport corridors in the EU. Public money would 
not be enough to meet these needs. She concluded by 
highlighting the necessity of continuing to work with 
cities and regions and asked them to become “living labs” 
for defining and spreading solutions.

Raffaele Cattaneo, President of the Lombardy Regional 
Council and chairman of the CoR Commission for Territorial 
Cohesion Policy, said that estimates of investment needs 

for mobility infrastructure at local level were at about 
EUR 500 billion. The CoR welcomed the Investment Plan 
for Europe and the EFSI as a very useful way to increase the 
level of investment. Although EFSI had already achieved 
good results, there was deep concern among local and 
regional leaders about the large number of people who 
were not aware of those results. He went on to point out 
that the CoR, the assembly of cities and regions, could not 
accept a complete shift from traditional, decentralised 
cohesion funding and grants to more centralised tools 
such as EFSI, since public money was still needed for 
local projects, which may not be able to generate returns. 
He concluded by saying that local governments had to 
remain involved in the decision-making process. 

In her statement, Yordanka Fandakova, Mayor of 
Sofia, outlined her plans to turn her city – with strong 
support from its citizens – into a green and innovative 
one. As a key example of this, she explained that – with 
support from EU funds and co-investment – Sofia was 
building and extending its underground network, an 
environmentally friendly mode of urban transport used 

Violeta Bulc Raffaele Cattaneo Yordanka Fandakova

www.cor.europa.eu/BratislavaSummit
http://www.cor.europa.eu/BratislavaSummit
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daily by 350,000 people. She said that the share of urban 
journeys completed on the underground was expected 
to reach 50% in 2019 and noise pollution and harmful 
emissions were expected to decrease significantly. Finally, 
she highlighted the importance of interconnecting all the 
different modes of transport, including bus lines, airports, 
underground, train, and so on.

Michael Cramer, chairman of the European Parliament’s 
Committee on Transport and Tourism, pointed out that 
to “invest and connect” had been key objectives of the 
EU project since its very beginning and continued to 
be relevant today. He outlined the importance of cross-
border projects and lack of transport links, citing as an 
example the absence of a direct rail link between Vienna 
airport and the City of Bratislava. He went on to highlight 
the fact that greenhouse gas emissions from transport 
were high and continuing to grow, so that they often 
cancelled out the progress made in reducing them in 
other areas. He concluded by stressing the need to not 
only invest, but to invest wisely, in the right direction, and 
not only in high-speed networks that cater to a limited 
share of the population, but in urban and short-distance 
transport that almost everyone in the EU uses. To achieve 
this, regions needed to make commitments and to put 
pressure on the European Commission. 

The Mayor of Nitra, Jozef Dvonč, listed some of the action 
his city was taking, including carrying out a number of 
studies, modernisation of public lighting, a transition 
towards clean energy buses, promoting cycling via a 
rental scheme, and the construction of cycling paths. 
There were also initiatives to use municipal waste for 
energy generation and so reduce harmful greenhouse 
gas emissions. He highlighted the importance of support 
from EU funds and said his city was exploring the 
possibility of receiving funding for projects via the EFSI.

Jochen Kley, CEO of Slovak energy company ZSE, 
outlined two crucial elements for power companies. 
In e-mobility, for instance, his company had been an 
early promoter, starting five years ago with a project 
connecting the cities of Vienna and Bratislava with fast 
chargers for electric vehicles and now moving on to 
a much larger scale and stretching as far as Croatia. He 
pointed out that financial support from the European 
Union had been instrumental in creating this backbone 
of infrastructure for the development of e-mobility. A 
second crucial area of work, where the company was 
successfully developing solutions, was decentralised 
electricity generation, mostly through a combined use of 
photovoltaic panels and batteries to store the electricity 
they generate.

Jozef DvončMichael Cramer Jochen Kley



CONNECTING PEOPLE:  
DIGITAL AND SMARTER – CITIES 
AND REGIONS OF THE FUTURE
The session focused on how investments in digital infrastructure, education and e-governance can make a region 
or a city “smarter”, more competitive, innovative and efficient. It was moderated by Vladimír Bilčík.

Adriana Krnáčová, Mayor of Prague, stressed that 
there was no single recipe for “smart cities”. Public 
administrations would not themselves innovate, but 
could create an environment conducive to innovation 
through “smart governance”, based on dialogue and 
cooperation with all relevant stakeholders. New initiatives 
just launched in Prague included a new business 
incubator centre of the European Space Agency – 
providing physical infrastructure to fifty start-ups in the 
field of space digital technologies and related terrestrial 
applications over the next five years – and a start-up 
centre for innovative small and medium-sized enterprises. 
In addition, the new Prague growth pole, jointly financed 
by the EU and the city of Prague, supported research and 
innovation projects.

John Higgins, Director-General of Digital Europe, reported 
on the work of the Strategic Policy Forum for Digital 
Entrepreneurship set up by the European Commission, 
bringing together all relevant stakeholders to outline 
and implement a long-term strategy to boost digital 
entrepreneurship. The Forum stressed the importance 
of big data and digital platforms for the factory of the 

future, in which connection the European Commission 
was going to launch a digital skills agenda. Providing a 
“digital compass” with the help of which stakeholders 
could share their experience and knowledge of ongoing 
trends was another part of the Forum’s mission. Last but 
not least, the Forum had issued a blueprint for digital 
transformation for cities and regions to help them play a 
key role as digital transformers.

Iñigo de la Serna Hernáiz, Mayor of Santander, President 
of the Spanish Network of Smart Cities and President of 
the Council of European Municipalities and Regions, 
stressed that the “smart city” concept was not only about 
technology, but about how cities organised their own life. 
New digital infrastructure should include, for example, 
sensors to monitor the cycles of rubbish, water and 
public transport, as well as digital platforms integrating 
and managing enormous masses of data collected on 
the ground. Such infrastructure allows for intelligent 
reaction by public services, citizens and business systems 
to information, warnings and emergency signals coming 
from the ground (e.g., a hole in a street). The next frontier 
in this approach – still fiction for the moment – was to 

Adriana Krnáčová John Higgins Iñigo de la Serna Hernáiz
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enable smart cities’ digital infrastructure to look ahead and 
take preventive action to ensure cities’ resilience. Finally, 
Mr De la Serna Hernáiz stressed the need for leadership in 
pushing for this transformation, pointing to the role of the 
European Commission, on the one hand, and of the local 
and regional authorities, on the other.

Dirk Ahlborn, CEO of Hyperloop Transportation 
Technologies, spoke about a new technology based on 
reduced-pressure tubes, in which passenger capsules 
would ride on an air cushion at a ground travel speed of 
1,200 km/h. This technology, which would be initiated in 
2016, aimed at drastically changing future travel to and 
from major cities, but also within smaller areas. It would 
only use alternative energy sources, with lower operating 
costs making it profitable. An app was being developed 
to provide travellers with all the services needed to 
take them from one point to another. This app was 
being conceived as a market place, allowing suppliers 
of different services to work out the best possible travel 
arrangements.

Tuija Hirvikoski, President of the European Network 
of Living Labs, stressed that living labs were a powerful 
approach consisting of bringing together civil society, 
educational and research institutions and small and 
medium-sized enterprises to co-create innovative 
solutions for the needs of local communities. She 
claimed that living labs had an economic value added for 
entrepreneurs, because they brought them to the digital 
single market, while at the same time improving people’s 
quality of life. 

Dirk Ahlborn Tuija Hirvikoski



OPEN CONNECTIONS: “INVESTMENT IN MOTION”
On both days of the Summit, open networking sessions enabled participants to share their experiences, explore 
networking opportunities, and learn from inspiring practices and case studies. Moderated by Zuzana Gabrižová 
from EurActiv Slovakia, the format of the sessions provided for presentations and networking in smaller groups. The 
speakers were:

 » Michael Green, Executive Director, Social Progress 
Imperative, United Kingdom: The EU regional Social 
Progress Index; 

 » Martin Čaja, Head of department of strategy, Nitra Self-
Governing Region, Slovakia: The three most important 
strategic investment projects in Nitra Region; 

 » Julianna Orbán Máté, Director of the Via Carpatia 
European Grouping of Territorial Cooperation (EGTC), 
Košice Self-Governing Region, Slovakia: The Northern-
Southern transport corridor Via Carpatia;

 » Mans Lindberg, Policy Officer, European Commission, 
DG Mobility and Transport: The EU and investing in the 
smart mobility industry;

 » Rafael Agostinho, Interact Programme, Turku, Finland: 
The KEEP project on cross-border, transnational and 
interregional cooperation projects;

 » Vincenzo Alberto Vella, Researcher and Project 
Officer at AQUAS – Agency for Health Quality and 
Assessment of Catalonia: an inspiring example for 
health innovation and its adoption.

 » Nuria De Lama, Representative of Atos Research and 
Innovation to the EC: FIWARE project: the FIWARE 
mission is “to build an open sustainable ecosystem 
around public, royalty-free and implementation-
driven software platform standards that will ease the 
development of new Smart Applications in multiple 
sectors”;

 » Andrea Novaković, Director at City of Dubrovnik 
Development Agency DURA, URBACT network: 
TechTown would explore how small and medium 
sized cities can maximise the job creation potential of 
the digital economy;

 » Federica Bordelot, Policy adviser, Eurocities: presentation 
of investment activities and projects in cities;

 » Ján Ferenčák, Mayor of Kežmarok, Slovakia, CoR 
alternate: An historical, cultural and nature route 
around the High Tatra Mountains – a Slovakia-Poland 
cross-border strategic cooperation project.
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INVESTING FOR A CONNECTED EUROPE
The closing session served to draw conclusions about lessons learned during the Summit and prospects for the 
months and years to come for Europe. The three Summit partners, as well as three young people from different EU 
Member States, engaged in a final open debate which was moderated by Shirin Wheeler and Vladimír Bilčík.

On behalf of the CoR trainees who had been involved in 
discussions on youth unemployment with citizens , both 
virtually and also in Bratislava during the Summit, Emma 
McEvoy argued that the EU has to connect better with its 
citizens. Topics such as the EU Youth Guarantee would be 
of particular importance and the CoR should play an active 
role in promoting debates on this at local level. She was 
supported by Lora Lyubenova of the European Youth 
Forum, who highlighted the need for new, good quality 
jobs and internships and advocated greater involvement 
of politics at local level in the delivery of youth and 
environmental policies. Branislav Ondrášik from Eset 
Bratislava added that the EU still had a technocratic image 
and that, for young people in particular, the message had 
to be that the “EU is working for them”. 

In his remarks, Pavol Frešo, President of the Bratislava 
Self-Governing Region, suggested that the power of 
the regions should be a source for delivering solutions. 
The Summit had provided enough ideas and food for 
thought and it was concrete projects that should now 
follow. Ivo Nesrovnal, Mayor of Bratislava, added that the 
Bratislava Declaration would ask for more power for cities 
and regions, which should themselves become more 
entrepreneurial in finding solutions and partnerships.  

Before thanking the hosts of the Summit and all who 
had contributed to the success of the event, Markku 
Markkula, President of the European Committee of the 
Regions, highlighted the fact that giving the European 
economy a fresh start is the key political priority of the 

European Committee of the Regions (CoR) for 2015-
2020, and relaunching investment is at the heart of it. For 
this, local and regional authorities are crucial as they are 
responsible for 60% of public investment. Therefore, the  
the Bratislava Declaration defines cities and regions as 
enablers of change and forms the basis of the CoR’s long-
term contribution to improving investment in Europe. 
Through our declaration we call for: 

1 Europe’s people, places and resources to be 
connected by directing EU funds and instruments 
and by working in partnership for an innovative, 
entrepreneurial Europe that is citizen-focused; 

2 focus not just on investment on transport and 
other infrastructure, but also on education, training 
and skills; research and innovation; smart energy 
networks; housing, social and health facilities; and 
support for the start-up and scale-up of innovative 
and dynamic enterprises to finally aim at creating 
a greener, smarter, more inclusive and more 
territorially balanced economy; 

3 use of clean energy polices and their potential to 
drive technological and industrial innovation to 
stimulate economic and job benefits, for example in 
the context of smart specialisation strategies, cluster 
partnership initiatives, in which regions could harness 
energy and climate policies in support of industrial 
modernisation;

4 concrete results be delivered in partnership with 
CoR members and their communities, as well as 
with the EU institutional partners.  



THE BRATISLAVA DECLARATION
The European Committee of the Regions (CoR) endorses a forward-looking vision for Europe based on strengthening 
investment for promoting cohesion, sustainable growth and job creation in the cities and regions.

1 The European Union is a historic achievement 
of peace, prosperity and security on the European 
continent. It is built on the key objective of 
promoting economic, social and territorial 
cohesion to ensure that everyone everywhere in 
the Union has a fair chance to participate in and 
benefit from our single market. Overcoming the 
growing territorial divide between Europe’s cities 
and regions by promoting investment at local and 
regional level is therefore more important than ever 
to ensure inclusiveness and a sense of belonging of 
the citizens to our common European project. 

2 Regions, cities and rural areas in Europe have 
vast untapped investment potential but 
still face too many obstacles in achieving it. 
Investment levels in the EU have dropped by 15% 
in the last decade, in some extreme cases even 
by 50%. This gap is a major factor holding Europe 
back and hindering our long-term economic 
growth prospects. To get growth and jobs on 
track, EU’s regions and cities together with the CoR 
– the political assembly of EU’s regional and local 
authorities – are committed to re-connecting and 
building on Europe’s territorial opportunities, to 
overcoming barriers and identifying sustainable 
solutions.

www.cor.europa.eu/BratislavaSummit
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3 Regional and local authorities make investments 
that are relevant on the ground. They are 
responsible for more than 70% of public investment, 
which has a direct impact on local economies and 
subsequently on the life and well-being of European 
citizens. Through the application of the principle of 
subsidiarity, they are at the forefront in ensuring that 
investments address local needs and are decisive 
in stimulating targeted jobs and growth. They 
ensure the quality and impact of public spending 
by supporting and managing projects and making 
it easier for private funding to reach the grassroots 
level, thereby enhancing economic, social and 
territorial cohesion. 

4 Economic and technological change is rapidly 
transforming our societies and territories: this is 
happening not only at global level – it impacts 
the local and regional levels in particular. 
Investment cannot operate in a vacuum: we need 
to further promote cross-border connections and 
multi-level cooperation. Urban and rural actors 
must also be empowered to reach their full potential 

through connecting investments. These should be 
targeted at areas such as sustainable and smart 
energy and transport solutions, IT infrastructure, 
education, research and innovation, healthcare, 
childcare and social housing. This is how Europe will 
remain competitive on the global scene.

5 Regional and local authorities are politically 
committed to putting forward five main 
solutions in order to make investments more 
effective:

5.1 Connecting Europe through territorial 
investment. Local and regional growth driven 
by investment must be grounded in territorial 
development strategies, be they for urban or rural 
areas. Investment must also harness our capacity to 
innovate based on citizens’ needs. There is an urgent 
need to ensure a more efficient approach to EU 
investment policy, identify and remove obstacles 
to public and private investment and simplify the 
regulatory environment as well as cut red tape for 
SMEs.



5.2 The way in which we make our investments 
a reality will determine their outcome. For 
results-oriented investments, we need to 
achieve a change in mind-set: entrepreneurial 
thinking, a place-based approach, digitalisation and 
open innovation must be the foundation for EU 
governance and long-term development strategy. 
At the same time, future investments must be 
oriented towards sustainability in order to meet 
climate change goals at global level. The creation 
of new jobs and sustainable growth is dependent 
on targeted public and private investment, in 
particular for SMEs, which provide eight out of ten 
jobs in the EU. This equally applies to start-ups but 
also to innovations, such as the internet of things, 
the circular and sharing economy, as well as new 
models of transport and decentralised sustainable 
energy production.

5.3 Enhancing the investment capacity of regional 
and local authorities must be coordinated with 
EU and national economic cycles. Public budgets 
supporting quality investments must act in 
synergy with other financial sources at regional, 
local, national and European level. Even though 
the European Structural and Investment Funds and 
the European Fund for Strategic Investment show 
great potential and are key to achieving the Europe 
2020 long-term goals by providing the major share 
of investment, we need a strong commitment 
that these funds are complementary and do not 
replace any other sources of cohesion funding. In 
addition, while there is a positive overall assessment 
of the EFSI after its first year of functioning, its 
geographical balance and the truly additional 
character of its investments should be improved, as 
should the efforts to develop investment platforms. 
Moreover, the technical capacity of potential 
project promoters at regional and local level should 
be enhanced via the European Investment Advisory 
Hub. We underline the need to strengthen the 
capacity of local and regional authorities to use 
financial tools provided by the European Investment 
Bank, as well as public-private partnerships and, 
where relevant, make use of promotional banks in 
delivering investments. We stress the importance 

of the EU in continuing to provide the framework 
for adequate funding for quality public investments 
in developed and less developed EU urban, rural, 
maritime, mountainous and peripheral areas. 
The territorial dimension to investments should 
be reflected in the mid-term review of the EU’s 
Multiannual Financial Framework 2014-2020 and 
an improved and simplified cohesion policy after 
2020. In order to achieve this aim, we will continue 
monitoring the implementation of various EU funds 
as well as the balanced use of grants and other 
financial instruments. 

5.4 Nothing can be achieved without continuous 
dialogue and partnership: learning and working 
together is key. Increasing human capital is 
what matters and in particular in the European 
Union we see on a daily basis the importance 
of joining forces. This applies to individuals 
and institutions alike. As cities and regions 
are the powerhouses for progress and societal 
innovation. We, the EU’s cities and regions, commit 
ourselves to working in partnership with the EU 
institutions and Member States to effectively bridge 
the innovation, skills and investment gaps.

5.5 Increasing ownership and awareness to 
respond to citizens’ needs. Reconnecting 
citizens, businesses and investments at the local 
and regional level will therefore continue to be at 
the heart of our long-term investment strategy as 
local and regional authorities are the closest and 
most trusted levels of governance.

6 As part of the CoR’s long term vision for 
investment, this Declaration will be accompanied 
by a comprehensive action plan, building on a 
number of opinions outlining the CoR’s political 
priorities. 

7 The Bratislava Declaration will be submitted by the 
CoR president to the presidents of the European 
Council, the European Parliament, the European 
Commission and the European Economic and Social 
Committee, as well as to the Slovak Presidency of 
the Council of the EU.
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PUBLIC EVENTS  
OPENING CONCERT AT DEVIN CASTLE

On 8 and 9 July 2016, a number of public events took 
place both in the vicinity of the conference venue and in 
the city centre that invited the public to get involved. The 
DANUBE UP 2016 event on Štefánik Square organized by 
the Bratislava Self-Governing Region and the Slovak House 
of CENTROPE saw the presentation of tourist attractions, 
innovation and start-ups, backed up by discussions with 
politicians and innovators. There was also an arts event 
that included performances by conservatory and art 
school students, the Visegrád Jazz Connection and a 
laser show on the “Importance of Water for Mankind”.A 
public debate in the Old Market Hall (Stará Tržnica) on the 

evening of 8 July took as its theme “Bratislava presents: 
Motion. Innovation. Connecting” and was followed by a 
concert attended by about 2,000 people.

On Saturday, 9 July, Štefánik Square was the venue 
for  the 2nd day of DANUBE UP 2016 under the title 
“Science through the eyes of children”, an educational 
entertainment programme for children presented jointly 
by  the Bratislava Self-Governing Region, the Slovak 
House of CENTROPE, the Slovak Organisation for Research 
and Development Activities (SOVVA), and the Slovak 
Academy of Sciences. 
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THE [Y]FACTOR EVENT

CoR trainees had the opportunity to organise the 
[Y]Factor event, which included a series of activities in a 
tent by the Danube River before and during the Summit. 
The initiative had two objectives: to get young Europeans 
involved in the goals of the Bratislava Summit and to 
encourage a debate on youth unemployment in the 
European Union. Activities included (a) the organisation of 
a photo campaign on social media, asking young people 
what they would do to tackle youth unemployment if 
they were their local and regional politicians; (b) helping 
with the Summit’s social media campaign and gearing 
it towards a younger audience; (c) surveying peoples’ 
awareness of EU youth policy by inviting CoR members, 
European Commissioners, NGOs and others to share 
best practices with [Y]Factor on youth unemployment 

and talk about the relevance of the Bratislava Summit for 
young Europeans. 

The trainees organising [Y]Factor drew some important 
lessons from this initiative. Firstly, that there was a real 
need to communicate better to young Europeans the 
substance of EU youth policies that affect them and 
to connect with them by speaking their language. For 
example, many [Y]Factor visitors and survey participants 
were unaware of the Bratislava Summit goals and EU youth 
policy measures such as the Youth Guarantee. Secondly, 
that there was a real need to invest in young Europeans. 
Through the photo campaign, for example, young 
Europeans appealed to the Bratislava Summit audience 
to invest in youth employment measures such as work 
readiness programmes, apprenticeships and employer-
driven education. [Y]Factor voiced these demands to the 
Bratislava Summit audience at its closing session.

BRATISLAVA INNOVATION CAMP 5-7.7.2016 
– CONNECTIONS, INVESTMENTS FOR 
A COLLABORATIVE EUROPE 

 » The Bratislava Innovation Camp was focused on four 
challenges:  smart mobility, digital transformation, 
‘Danube Valley’ Innovation hubs, and cross-border 
collaboration. Actions and prototypes were developed 
as well as concepts for smart community, mobility, 
and applications for ‘clean-tech’ on energy, water, air 
pollution and climate change.

 » The societal innovation camp is a novel tool for EU 
regions and cities to identify and tackle the societal 
challenges in an open innovation context.  It is truly 
inclusive: open to representatives from public and 
private sectors, academia, civil societies and citizens. 
The most successful prototypes of the Bratislava 

Innovation Camp 2016 will be further developed in 
the upcoming months. 

 » Preceding the Summit, the Bratislava Innovation 
Camp was held on 6-7 July 2016 at the Mayor’s Palace 
with the support of the Slovak Ministry of Economy, 
European Committee of the Regions, City of Bratislava 
and the Slovak Technological University. Around 60 
people participated from 13 countries around Europe: 
people of diverse ages, disciplines, cultures and 
other backgrounds – all with the common objective 
of identifying different perspectives to solutions for 
investing in and building on the entrepreneurial spirit 
in Europe. 
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LAUNCH OF COR GUIDE ON REGIONAL 
INNOVATION ECOSYSTEMS: LEARNING FROM 
THE EU’S PIONEERING REGIONS AND CITIES

Launch of CoR Guide on Regional Innovation Ecosystems: 
Learning from the EU’s Pioneering Regions and Cities

On Saturday 9 July, President Markkula – together with 
EU Commissioner Bulc, President Frešo and Mayor 
Nesrovnal – officially launched the CoR Guide on 
‘Regional Innovation Ecosystems: Learning from the EU’s 
Cities and Regions’. Co-created with members of the CoR, 
this guide presents a collection of articles and examples 
showcasing some of the EU’s most inspiring regions and 

cities and illustrates what can be achieved when working 
together and learning from each other. Its objective is to 
raise awareness of the work of pioneering regions and 
cities in Europe and offers an opportunity to understand 
and explore how the EU’s regions and cities are breaking 
new ground in societal innovation and development 
on a daily basis. If you are interested in finding out more 
on this topic, the CoR guide on ‘Regional Innovation 
Ecosystems’ can be downloaded under the following link: 
www.cor.europa.eu/regional-innovative-ecosystems.

THE SUMMIT IN THE MEDIA

Newspaper articles: 165 in 16 different countries, 
focusing mostly on the Bratislava Declaration, the EU 
Investment Plan and cohesion funds, and Brexit; nine CoR 
press release received more than 9,000 views on the web;

Audio-visual outreach: before, during and after the 
Summit, the CoR produced a total of 36 video clips, which 
can be found on the CoR’s Youtube channel, triggering 
a total of more than 1,000 visits; the event was covered 

live by the Slovak public broadcaster (RTVS) as well as by 
Europe by Satellite.

Web and social media: the Summit website received 
about 35,000 page views; 160,000 users were reached 
via Twitter (119 Tweets), for which a new social media 
tool (“Thunderclap”) was used for the first time, and 
another 18,500 were reached via Linkedin and 15,000 via 
Facebook.
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More information  
about the event  
can be found at

About 1,000 local decision-makers, experts and business people took part in the 7th European Summit of Regions 
and Cities, which the European Committee of the Regions held jointly with the Bratislava Self-Governing Region 
and the City of Bratislava on 8 and 9 July 2016. The Bratislava Summit was one of the key events during the Slovak 
Presidency of the Council of the EU and its debates addressed “the investment gap in Europe” and “connecting 
resources, ideas, places and people”.
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